Upper extremity socket design options.
A careful evaluation of the amputee's physical situation is necessary to determine the best available prosthetic options. Evaluation of the psychologic and vocational needs are needed to determine the most appropriate designs. Other factors, such as hobby and sport activities, need to be determined to complete the prescription. Because the function of a prosthesis cannot restore all of the lost capability of the missing limb, every effort should be taken to provide the best available substitute by careful prescription, design, and construction.